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hensive lest it foreboded a period of reaction.   Lord Ampthill
himself thought its object was to isolate France once for all.1

An interview took place at Dantzig in September between
the new Tsar, accompanied by Giers, and the Emperor William
accompanied by Bismarck. Special interest was centred in the
long conversation that the Tsar held with Bismarck. It was
suggested that he had come hither at the request of Alexander,
who wanted his advice on the question of the internal reorganiza-
tion of Russia. In the interviews between Giers and Bismarck
it was supposed that the two statesmen had explored the means
of grappling with the dangers of international socialism and of
revolutionary movements.2

Distrusting Bismarck and regarding him as cunning and
tricky there was a strong anti-German party in Russia led by
the popular general Skobelov and the Panslav Ignatyev. Skobelov
took the opportunity of a Paris speech to attack the German
policy of the Government, and everybody wondered how
Bismarck would react. To the surprise of all, including his
indignant master, he refused to attach much importance to
it, only turning it to account by inquiring "if it had any connec-
tion with the secret conveyance of arms and ammunition from
Russia up the Danube to Servia for Bosnia, and whether the
Russian Government would put a stop to these Panslavistic
proceedings."3 With the future of the army assured by the
army bill of the previous year, with an alliance with Austria
and a reinsurance treaty with Russia, Bismarck could put the
incident in its true perspective. The Emperor felt otherwise,
and was upset that the Tsar had not made an example of
Skobelov. He felt so strongly about it that he called on Bismarck,
who was ill, and asked if he should write to the Tsar. The
Chancellor, never very prone to encourage imperial correspond-
ence, advised him to do no such thing, urging that the best course
was to let the matter fade away without giving it international
importance. The Emperor, displeased and agitated, only decided
unwillingly to follow this unwelcome advice.4

Bismarck's calmness led Lord Ampthill to discount a violent
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